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Stimate Domnule Presedinte, Mihai Claudiu Covaliu
Domnule Presedinte al Senatului Academic Tudor Prisecaru,
Domnule Rector Mihnea Costoiu,

Distingi invitati i membri ai Senatului Academic,

Astazi, comunitatea academicd a Universitatii Nationale de Stiintd si
Tehnologie POLITEHNICA Bucuresti triieste un moment de inaltd
semnificatie institutionala §i umand.

Ne aflim in fata unui om care a depdsit limitele performantei sportive si
care, prin intreaga sa activitate, a devenit un reper national si international
al excelentei, al caracterului si al leadershipului autentic.

Prin decizia Senatului Universitatii, la propunerea Facultitii de Stiinte,
Educatie Fizica i Informaticé din Centrul Universitar Pitesti, avem onoarea
de a conferi titlul de Doctor Honoris Causa domnului Mihai Claudiu
COVALIU, campion olimpic, campion mondial, antrenor de elitd, manager
sportiv si Presedinte al Comitetului Olimpic si Sportiv Roman.

Exista personalitéti care isi marcheazé epoca printr-o realizare remarcabila,
sunt insé §i oameni care, prin intreaga lor viata, transforma excelenta intr-o
vocatie, domnul Mihai Claudiu Covaliu apartine acestei a doua categorii.

Domnul Mihai Claudiu Covaliu s-a nascut la 5 noiembrie 1977, in
municipiul Bragov, intr-un spatiu in care seriozitatea, disciplina si respectul
pentru muncéd reprezintd valori fundamentale, a descoperit inca din
copildrie cd performanta nu este un privilegiu, ci rezultatul unei constructii
permanente. Absolvent al Universititii ,,Alexandru Ioan Cuza” din Iasi,
Facultatea de Educatie Fizica si Sport, si-a completat pregitirea academica
prin studii de master in Marketing si Management Sportiv, finalizate cu
lucrarea ,Comunicarea interculturald in competitiile internationale de
scrimd’, ulterior, a desfasurat cercetéri doctorale in domeniul performantei
sportive, elaborand lucrarea ,,Contributii la valorificarea pregatirii sportive
in scrima de performanta”.

Ani de antrenament, sacrificii, eforturi §i renuntiri au construit treptat
personalitatea sportivului care avea sd devina una dintre cele mai importante
figuri ale sportului roménesc contemporan.



Drumul séu cétre performanta nu a fost unul usor, a fost cel caracteristic
marilor campioni: lung, dificil, plin de provocari si de momente in care
vointa a trebuit sd invinga limitele fizice si psihice.

Palmaresul sdu competitional il situeazd intre cele mai importante
personalitéti ale sportului roménesc din perioada contemporana:

« Campion Olimpic la sabie individual - Jocurile Olimpice Sydney 2000;

» Medaliat cu bronz la sabie individual — Jocurile Olimpice Beijing 2008;

« Campion Mondial la sabie individual - Leipzig 2005;

o Medaliat la Campionatele Mondiale din Nimes 2001, Lisabona 2002 si
Havana 2003;

» Campion European de seniori la echipe -Izmir 2006 §i multiplu medaliat
individual la Campionatele Europene de seniori intre anii 1999-2008;

o Participant la patru editii ale Jocurilor Olimpice: Atlanta 1996, Sydney
2000, Atena 2004 si Beijing 2008.

Revenind la anul 2000, acesta reprezintd un moment de referintd in istoria
sportului roménesc. La Jocurile Olimpice de la Sydney, Mihai Covaliu
cucerea medalia de aur la sabie individual si devenea primul campion
olimpic roman al acestei probe. In acel moment, nu doar un sportiv urca pe
cea mai inaltd treapta a podiumului, ci intreaga Romanie urca aldturi de el.
In arena olimpici, acolo unde se intilnesc cei mai valorosi sportivi ai lumii,
Mihai Covaliu a demonstrat cé talentul, inteligenta tactica, disciplina si
caracterul pot transforma un vis in realitate.

Opt ani mai tarziu, la Beijing, avea sd confirme valoarea exceptionald a
carierei sale prin cucerirea medaliei olimpice de bronz.

Intre aceste doud performante se afli o poveste impresionanti despre
perseverenta, continuitate §i pasiune pentru excelent.

Performantele olimpice au fost completate de succese remarcabile la
Campionatele Mondiale §i Europene.

Titlul mondial obtinut in anul 2005 la Leipzig, in Germania a reprezentat
consacrarea definitiva a unui sportiv aflat la maturitatea deplind a valorii
sale. A fost remarcat pentru ,entuziasmul, forma fizica, tehnica virtuoza,
stilul sdu simplu”. I-a dedicat victoria fiului sau Vlad, nascut cu o zi inainte
de plecarea la Leipzig.



Pentru comunitatea internationald a scrimei, Mihai Covaliu a devenit
sinonim cu profesionalismul §i performanta, iar pentru Romania, el a
devenit unul dintre cei mai valorogi ambasadori ai sportului national.

Prin fiecare competitie, prin fiecare medalie §i prin fiecare victorie, Mihai
Covaliu, a promovat imaginea unei {éri capabile sa genereze campioni de
talie mondiala.

Prin aceste rezultate, Mihai Claudiu Covaliu s-a consacrat drept unul dintre
cei mai mari scrimeri din istoria Romaniei §i una dintre personalitatile de
referintd ale sabiei masculine la nivel mondial. Evolutiile sale sportive au
contribuit decisiv la consolidarea prestigiului scolii roménesti de scrima si
la afirmarea Romaniei in elita sportului international.

Performantele sale au fost recunoscute prin numeroase distinctii §i ordine
nationale acordate de statul romén pentru contributia exceptionald adusa
sportului §i imaginii Roméniei in lume. Aceste recunoasteri reprezinti
expresia aprecierii societdtii romanesti pentru un parcurs construit pe
excelentd, responsabilitate si spirit de sacrificiu.

Adevirata masura a unui campion nu este data doar de ceea ce realizeaza
pentru sine, ci i de ceea ce reuseste sa construiascd pentru cei care ii
urmeaza, astfel dupa incheierea carierei competitionale, Mihai Covaliu a
ales sd ramana in slujba sportului romanesc.

Dupd retragerea din activitatea competitionald, domnul Mihai Claudiu
Covaliu si-a continuat cariera in slujba sportului roménesc, ocupénd
succesiv functii de inalta responsabilitate:

« Antrenor principal al echipei olimpice masculine de sabie a Romaniei
(2009-2013);

« Presedinte al Federatiei Roméne de Scrima (2013-2016);

o Presedinte al Comitetului Olimpic si Sportiv Roman (2016-prezent);

o Membru al Comisiei IOC Athletes Entourage din cadrul Comitetului
International Olimpic (din 2020);

o Presedinte al Comisiei de Marketing si Comunicare a Comitetelor
Olimpice Europene (EOC);

o Membru al Comisiei ANOC pentru Marketing si Noi Surse de Finantare.



Din postura de antrenor, a transmis generatiilor tinere experienta,
cunoagterea i valorile acumulate de-a lungul anilor. Rezultatele au fost
spectaculoase, deoarece, sub coordonarea sa, echipa masculind de sabie
a Romaniei a devenit campioana mondiald in 2009, la Antalya, Turcia, si
vicecampioand olimpicé la Londra, in 2012, iar sportivii antrenati au devenit
campioni europeni si medaliati mondiali la individual.

Dupa Olimpiada de la Beijing, s-a retras si a devenit antrenor principal de
scrima la CS Dinamo si la lotul olimpic de sabie masculin. Sub indrumarea
sa, Romania a cucerit medalia de argint la Campionatul European din 2009,
de la Plovdiv, iar apoi, in acelasi an, medalia de aur la Campionatul Mondial
din 2009, de la Antalya, unde Rares Dumitrescu a devenit vicecampion
mondial la individual.

» A

Pentru aceste realizdri a primit Ordinul National ,,Serviciul Credincios” in
grad de cavaler. Cosmin Hénceanu si echipa Romaniei au obtinut medalia
de argint la Campionatul Mondial din 2010, de la Paris, iar Roménia a
devenit vicecampioana olimpica la Jocurile Olimpice din 2012, de la Londra.
Prin urmare, Mihai Covaliu a fost promovat la gradul de ofiter al Ordinului
»Serviciul Credincios”

In aprilie 2013, a fost ales presedinte al Federatiei Roméne de Scrimi, dupi
ce presedinta in exercitiu, Ana Pascu, a decis sd nu isi mai reinnoiasci
candidatura. A ramas antrenor al lotului de sabie masculin, lot care a cucerit
medalia de argint la Campionatul Mondial din 2013, de la Budapesta, iar
Tiberiu Dolniceanu a obtinut medalia de bronz.

In acelasi an, Mihai Covaliu a fost inclus in Hall of Fame-ul scrimei de citre
Federatia Internationala de Scrima.

In noiembrie 2016 a fost ales presedinte al Comitetului Olimpic si Sportiv
Roman.

Aceste performante confirmé nu doar competenta tehnicd a antrenorului,
ci i capacitatea sa de a inspira, de a forma caractere si de a crea comunititi
performante.

Pe parcursul prolificei sale cariere de sportiv, antrenor si apoi de manager,
domnul Mihai Claudiu Covaliu a fost distins cu numeroase ordine si medalii:
« 2000: Ordinul National ,,Pentru Merit” in grad de comandor;

¢ 2004: Ordinul ,,Meritul Sportiv” clasa I;

* 2008: Ordinul ,,Meritul Sportiv” clasa a III-a cu doud barete;

« 2009: Ordinul National ,,Serviciul Credincios” in grad de cavaler;

¢ 2012: Ordinul National ,,Serviciul Credincios” in grad de ofiter;

« 2023: Ordinul ,,Coroana Roméniei” in grad de cavaler.
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Marile personalititi nu se opresc la propriile realiziri, ele isi asumd
responsabilitatea de a construi institutii si de a crea perspective pentru
generatiile urmatoare.

Alegerea, in anul 2016, a domnului Mihai Covaliu in functia de presedinte al
Comitetului Olimpic si Sportiv Roman a reprezentat o recunoastere fireasca
a valorii si a prestigiului sau.

In aceasta functie, a devenit principalul promotor al idealului olimpic in
Romania §i unul dintre cei mai respectati lideri ai sportului european.

Sub conducerea sa, Comitetul Olimpic §i Sportiv Roman, a consolidat
relatiile internationale ale Roméniei, a sustinut dezvoltarea sportului de
performanta si a promovat educatia prin sport ca instrument fundamental
de formare a tinerilor.

Leadershipul siu se caracterizeaza prin echilibru, viziune strategica,
capacitate de dialog si responsabilitate institutionald.

Universitatile si sportul de performantd impirtisesc aceeasi misiune:
formarea oamenilor capabili sa isi depaseasca limitele. De-a lungul activitatii
sale, Mihai Covaliu a sustinut constant apropierea dintre sport, cercetare,
performanti, educatie, practici si cunoastere.

Intr-o epoci in care succesul sportiv depinde tot mai mult de cercetarea
stiintifica, de tehnologie si de inovare, domnia sa a inteles importanta
colaborarii dintre structurile sportive si mediul universitar.

Viziunea domnului Mihai Claudiu Covaliu, ca Presedinte al Comitetului
Olimpic s§i Sportiv Roman este in deplind concordantd cu valorile
Universitétii Nationale de Stiintd si Tehnologie POLITEHNICA Bucuresti
si cu misiunea Facultatii de Stiinte, Educatie Fizica si Informatica, care
pregateste specialisti in domeniul educatiei fizice, sportului, kinetoterapiei,
sandtatii si managementului sportiv.

In societatea contemporani, tinerii au nevoie de modele autentice, au nevoie
de oameni care demonstreazi ci succesul poate fi obtinut prin muncs,
integritate §i responsabilitate, Mihai Claudiu Covaliu este unul dintre aceste
modele, intruchipand valorile olimpice fundamentale, precum excelenta,
respectul, fair-play-ul, solidaritatea, dar si responsabilitatea sociala.



Prin intreaga sa activitate, transmite generatiilor tinere un mesaj simplu
si profund: performanta este posibild atunci cand talentul este insotit de
caracter.

Prin tot ceea ce a intreprins, domnul Mihai Claudiu Covaliu a devenit un
promotor constant al principiilor Cartei Olimpice, al educatiei prin sport
si al integrérii valorilor olimpice in procesul de formare a tinerilor, in
aceastd calitate, a sustinut dezvoltarea programelor de educatie olimpica,
promovarea unui stil de viatd sanitos si consolidarea legdturilor dintre
sport, educatie si cercetare.

Un aspect definitoriu al activititii domnului Mihai Claudiu Covaliu il
constituie preocuparea permanentd pentru apropierea dintre universitti,
cercetare si sportul de inaltd performanta.

Sub conducerea sa, Comitetul Olimpic §i Sportiv Roman a dezvoltat
parteneriate cu institutii de invatamant superior, centre de cercetare si
organizatii profesionale din domeniul medicinii sportive, kinetoterapiei,
psihologiei sportului §i managementului sportiv. Aceastd abordare
interdisciplinaréd reflecta intelegerea profunda a faptului ca performanta
sportivd moderna este rezultatul colaborarii dintre antrenori, specialisti in
stiintele sportului, cercetatori §i cadre universitare.

Prin sustinerea proiectelor comune dintre universitafi si structurile
olimpice, domnia sa a contribuit la promovarea cercetarii aplicate in
domeniul sportului, la dezvoltarea unor programe educationale moderne si
la formarea unei noi generatii de specialisti capabili sé rdspunda provocirilor
sportului contemporan.

Aceastd viziune se regaseste in deplind armonie cu misiunea Universitatii
Nationale de $tiinta si Tehnologie POLITEHNICA Bucuresti, institutie care
promoveaza excelenta academici, cercetarea stiintificé si inovarea ca piloni
fundamentali ai dezvoltérii societatii.

Astazi, comunitatea academicd a Universitatii Nationale de Stiintd si
Tehnologie POLITEHNICA Bucuresti nu onoreazd doar un campion
olimpic, un campion mondial, un manager sportiv sau un lider al migcarii
olimpice.
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Astézi, onoram un om, un caracter, un model care a transformat excelenta
intr-un mod de viati — o personalitate care a contribuit la afirmarea
Romaniei in lume i care continua sé inspire generatii intregi prin ceea ce
face si prin ceea ce reprezinta.

In semn de inalti apreciere si recunostintd pentru exceptionala sa cariera
sportivd, pentru contributiile remarcabile aduse dezvoltirii sportului
romanesc §i international, pentru activitatea sa de antrenor §i manager
de inaltd performanti, pentru promovarea valorilor olimpice §i pentru
sprijinul constant acordat educatiei si colaborarii dintre mediul academic si
structurile sportive, Senatul Universitatii Nationale de Stiinta si Tehnologie
POLITEHNICA Bucuresti, conferda domnului Presedinte Mihai Claudiu
COVALIU titlul de DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA cu profunda admiratie,
respect si recunostinta.

Felicitiri, domnule Presedinte Mihai Claudiu COVALIU!

Va suntem recunoscétori pentru viziunea si contributia dumneavoastra
la dezvoltarea valoroasa adusa consolidarii, colaboririi dintre mediul
academic, sport, cercetare si educatie, transforméind parteneriatul dintre
aceste domenii intr-un veritabil motor al performantei, cunoasterii si
dezvoltarii generatiilor viitoare.
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Dear Mr. President, Mihai Claudiu Covaliu,

Mr. President of the Academic Senate, Tudor Prisecaru,

Mr. Rector, Mihnea Costoiu,

Distinguished Guests and Members of the Academic Senate,

Today, the academic community of the National University of Science
and Technology POLITEHNICA Bucharest is experiencing a moment of
profound institutional and human significance.

We stand before a man who has surpassed the limits of athletic performance
and who, through his entire career, has become a national and international
benchmark of excellence, character, and authentic leadership.

By decision of the University Senate, upon the proposal of the Faculty of
Science, Physical Education and Informatics of the Pitesti University Center,
we have the honour of conferring the title of Doctor Honoris Causa upon
Mr. Mihai Claudiu Covaliu—Olympic champion, world champion, elite
coach, sports manager, and President of the Romanian Olympic and Sports
Commiittee.

There are personalities who leave their mark on an era through a remarkable
achievement. There are also individuals who transform excellence into a
lifelong vocation. Mr. Mihai Claudiu Covaliu undoubtedly belongs to the
latter category.

Born on November 5, 1977, in Bragov, Romania, in an environment where
discipline, dedication, and respect for hard work were fundamental values,
Mihai Covaliu discovered from an early age that excellence is not a privilege,
but the result of continuous effort and perseverance.

A graduate of the Faculty of Physical Education and Sport at the “Alexandru
Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi, he further enhanced his academic education
through postgraduate studies in Sports Marketing and Management,
completed with the dissertation entitled “Intercultural Communication
in International Fencing Competitions” He later pursued doctoral
research in sports performance, producing the thesis “Contributions to the
Optimization of Sports Training in Elite Fencing”

12



Years of training, sacrifice, determination, and dedication gradually shaped
the athlete who would become one of the most important figures in
contemporary Romanian sport.

His path to excellence was not an easy one. Like that of all great champions, it
was long, demanding, and filled with challenges that required extraordinary
physical and mental resilience.

His competitive record places him among the most distinguished
personalities in Romanian sport:

o Olympic Champion in Individual Sabre — Sydney Olympic Games, 2000;

o Olympic Bronze Medallist in Individual Sabre - Beijing Olympic Games,
2008;

» World Champion in Individual Sabre - Leipzig, 2005;

» Medallist at the World Championships in Nimes (2001), Lisbon (2002),
and Havana (2003);

« European Team Champion - Izmir, 2006, and multiple individual medallist
at Senior European Championships between 1999 and 2008;

« Participant in four editions of the Olympic Games: Atlanta 1996, Sydney
2000, Athens 2004, and Beijing 2008.

The year 2000 remains a landmark in Romanian sports history. At the
Sydney Olympic Games, Mihai Covaliu won the gold medal in individual
sabre, becoming the first Romanian Olympic champion in this discipline.
At that moment, it was not only an athlete who stood atop the Olympic
podium, an entire nation stood with him.

On the Olympic stage, where the world’s greatest athletes compete, Mihai
Covaliu demonstrated that talent, tactical intelligence, discipline, and

character can transform a dream into reality.

Eight years later, at the Beijing Olympic Games, he reaffirmed the exceptional
value of his career by winning the bronze medal.

Between these two achievements lies an inspiring story of perseverance,
consistency, and an unwavering passion for excellence.
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His Olympic accomplishments were complemented by remarkable success
at World and European Championships.

The World Championship title won in Leipzig in 2005 represented the
definitive consecration of an athlete at the peak of his abilities. International
observers praised his enthusiasm, physical condition, technical mastery,
and elegant style. He dedicated that victory to his son Vlad, who had been
born only one day before his departure for Leipzig.

For the international fencing community, Mihai Covaliu became
synonymous with professionalism and performance. For Romania, he
became one of the country’s most valuable ambassadors in sport.

Through every competition, every medal, and every victory, he promoted
the image of a nation capable of producing world-class champions.

These achievements established Mihai Claudiu Covaliu as one of the greatest
fencers in Romanian history and one of the most prominent figures in world
sabre fencing. His performances significantly contributed to strengthening
the prestige of the Romanian fencing school and to affirming Romania’s
place among the elite nations of international sport.

His achievements have been recognized through numerous national
distinctions and decorations awarded by the Romanian State for his
exceptional contribution to sport and to Romania’s international image.
These honors reflect society’s appreciation for a career built upon excellence,
responsibility, and sacrifice.

The true measure of a champion is not only what he achieves for himself,
but also what he builds for those who follow.

After concluding his competitive career, Mihai Covaliu chose to remain in
the service of Romanian sport.

He subsequently held several positions of high responsibility:

« Head Coach of the Romanian Olympic Men’s Sabre Team (2009-2013);

« President of the Romanian Fencing Federation (2013-2016);

« President of the Romanian Olympic and Sports Committee (2016~
present);

» Member of the IOC Athletes’ Entourage Commission (since 2020);

« President of the Marketing and Communications Commission of the
European Olympic Committees (EOC);
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o Member of the ANOC Commission for Marketing and New Revenue
Streams.

As a coach, he transmitted to younger generations the experience, knowledge,
and values accumulated throughout his career. The results were extraordinary.
Under his leadership, the Romanian mens sabre team became World
Champion in Antalya in 2009 and Olympic Vice-Champion at the London
Olympic Games in 2012. Athletes under his guidance also became European
champions and individual world medalists.

Following the Beijing Olympic Games, he became head coach of CS Dinamo
Bucharest and of the Romanian Olympic mens sabre team. Under his
direction, Romania won the silver medal at the 2009 European Championships
in Plovdiv and the gold medal at the 2009 World Championships in Antalya,
where Rares Dumitrescu also became World Vice-Champion individually.
For these achievements, Mihai Covaliu was awarded the National Order
“Faithful Service” in the rank of Knight.

Subsequently, Cosmin Hénceanu and the Romanian team won silver at the
2010 World Championships in Paris, and Romania became Olympic Vice-
Champion at the London Olympic Games in 2012. As a result, Mihai Covaliu
was promoted to Officer of the National Order “Faithful Service”

In April 2013, he was elected President of the Romanian Fencing Federation.
In the same year, he was inducted into the International Fencing Federation
Hall of Fame.

In November 2016, he was elected President of the Romanian Olympic and
Sports Committee.

These achievements confirm not only his technical competence as a coach but
also his ability to inspire, to shape character, and to build high-performing
communities.

Throughout his distinguished career as athlete, coach, and sports executive,
Mihai Claudiu Covaliu has received numerous honors and decorations,
including:

* 2000 - National Order “For Merit,” Commander Rank;

* 2004 - Sports Merit Order, First Class;

* 2008 - Sports Merit Order, Third Class with Two Bars;

« 2009 - National Order “Faithful Service,” Knight Rank;

» 2012 - National Order “Faithful Service,” Officer Rank;

¢ 2023 - Order of the Crown of Romania, Knight Rank.



Great personalities do not stop at their own achievements; they assume
responsibility for building institutions and creating opportunities for future
generations.

Mr. Mihai Covaliu’s election as President of the Romanian Olympic and
Sports Committee in 2016 represented a natural recognition of his value and
prestige.

In this capacity, he has become the leading promoter of the Olympic ideal in
Romania and one of the most respected leaders in European sport.

Under his leadership, the Romanian Olympic and Sports Committee
has strengthened Romania’s international partnerships, supported the
development of elite sport, and promoted education through sport as a
fundamental instrument for the development of young people.

His leadership is characterized by balance, strategic vision, openness to
dialogue, and institutional responsibility.

Universities and elite sport share the same mission: to develop individuals
capable of surpassing their own limits.
Throughout his activity, Mihai Covaliu has consistently supported the

connection between sport, research, performance, education, practice, and
knowledge.

In an era in which sporting success increasingly depends on scientific
research, technology, and innovation, he has fully understood the importance
of collaboration between sports organizations and academic institutions.

His vision as President of the Romanian Olympicand Sports Committee is fully
aligned with the values of the National University of Science and Technology
POLITEHNICA Bucharest and with the mission of the Faculty of Science,
Physical Education and Informatics, which educates specialists in physical
education, sport, physiotherapy, health sciences, and sports management.

In contemporary society, young people need authentic role models. They
need individuals who demonstrate that success can be achieved through hard
work, integrity, and responsibility.

Mihai Claudiu Covaliu is one of those role models, embodying the
fundamental Olympic values of excellence, respect, fair play, solidarity, and
social responsibility.
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Through his entire career, he conveys a simple yet profound message to younger
generations: performance becomes possible when talent is accompanied by
character.

He has consistently promoted the principles of the Olympic Charter, education
through sport, and the integration of Olympic values into the education of
young people. In this capacity, he has supported Olympic education programs,
healthy lifestyles, and the strengthening of the relationship between sport,
education, and research.

A defining aspect of his activity is his constant commitment to strengthening
the relationship between universities, research institutions, and elite sport.
Under his leadership, the Romanian Olympic and Sports Committee has
developed partnerships with higher education institutions, research centers,
and professional organizations in sports medicine, physiotherapy, sport
psychology, and sports management.

This interdisciplinary approach reflects a profound understanding that
modern sporting performance is the result of collaboration among coaches,
sport scientists, researchers, and academics.

By supporting joint projects between universities and Olympic structures,
he has contributed to the advancement of applied research in sport, the
development of modern educational programs, and the training of a new
generation of specialists capable of addressing the challenges of contemporary
sport.

This vision is fully aligned with the mission of the National University
of Science and Technology POLITEHNICA Bucharest, an institution
that promotes academic excellence, scientific research, and innovation as
fundamental pillars of societal development.

Today, the academic community of the National University of Science and
Technology POLITEHNICA Bucharest honours not only an Olympic
champion, a world champion, a sports manager, or a leader of the Olympic
Movement.
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Today, we honour a person of character and integrity—a role model who has
transformed excellence into a way of life, a personality who has contributed
to Romania’s international prestige and who continues to inspire entire
generations through his actions and example.

In recognition of his exceptional sporting career, his outstanding
contributions to the development of Romanian and international sport, his
achievements as a coach and high-performance manager, his promotion of
Olympic values, and his unwavering support for education and cooperation
between academia and sport, the Senate of the National University of Science
and Technology POLITEHNICA Bucharest hereby confers upon Mr. Mihai
Claudiu Covaliu the title of DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA, with profound
admiration, respect, and gratitude.

Congratulations, Mr. President Mihai Claudiu Covaliu!

We express our sincere appreciation for your vision and your invaluable
contribution to strengthening collaboration between academia, sport,
research, and education, transforming this partnership into a genuine engine
of performance, knowledge, and development for future generations.
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