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Doamni Profesor Beata Stepien-Zalucka,

Domnule Presedinte al Senatului Academic Tudor Prisecaru,
Domnule Rector Mihnea Costoiu,

Distingi invitati $i membri ai Senatului Academic,

Astdzi, comunitatea academicd a Universitatii Nationale de Stiintd si
Tehnologie POLITEHNICA Bucuresti are onoarea de a celebra una dintre
personalitatile marcante ale invatimantului superior juridic european -
Doamna profesor Beata Stepien-Zalucka.

Ceremonia de astazi constituie un eveniment in care solemnitatea se
intalneste cu exigenta valorii stiintifice, iar recunoasterea institutionala se
transforma intr-un act de profunda justitie academica.

Titlul de Doctor Honoris Causa nu este doar o inalta distinctie simbolici ci
reprezinta expresia suprema a recunoasterii academice pe care o institutie
universitard o acordd acelora care, prin intreaga lor opera, prin prestigiul
lor stiintific si prin forta exemplului personal, au marcat, in mod profund si
pozitiv, dezvoltarea unui domeniu de cunoastere. In cazul doamnei profesor
Beata Stepien-Zaltucka, aceastd recunoastere se intemeiaza pe o opera solida,
pe o prezentd activa in circuitul stiintific international, pe o rara capacitate
de a articula cercetarea fundamentald cu problematica practica a dreptului
si pe o fidelitate exemplara fatd de valorile statului de drept si ale respectului
profund pentru drepturile omului.

Doamna Profesor si-a construit parcursul profesional cu determinare si
dorintd de cunoastere. A absolvit Facultatea de Drept si Administratie a
Universitatii din Rzeszéw in anul 2007, obtinand titlul de master in Drept.
Interesul sau timpuriu pentru marile teme ale dreptului a constituit motorul
pentru construirea unei cariere stiintifice remarcabile, incununata, in anul
2014, de obtinerea titlului de doctor in drept, Universitatea din Wroctaw.
Consolidarea statutului siu de cercetator de elita a fost confirmatd de
valoarea incontestabild a tezei de doctorat ,,Administrarea justitiei de cétre
Curtea Suprema din Polonia’, in cuprinsul careia a analizat mecanismele
de functionare a celei mai inalte instante judiciare, evidentiind importanta
acesteia in asigurarea uniformitatii interpretarii legii si a protectiei dreptului
la o instanta.



in anul 2019, aceeasi universitate, i-a conferit titlul de doctor habilitat
in stiinte juridice, in temeiul unei activitati stiintifice impresionante si al
monografiei dedicate pensiondrii judecatorilor, lucrare care avea sa devind
una dintre contributiile importante ale doctrinei juridice poloneze, in
materia organizirii puterii judecatoresti. In acelasi an a fost numiti profesor
universitar la Universitatea din Rzeszow.

Parcursul carierei sale universitare este legat, in mod esential, de Universitatea
din Rzeszow, institutie in care si-a inceput activitatea didactica in anul
2007. In prezent, doamna profesor este conducitorul structurii academice
dedicate drepturilor omului si autorititilor pentru protectia acestora, din
cadrul acestei universitatii. Aceastd continuitate institutionald este cu atat
mai valoroasd cu cat a fost dublata permanent de deschidere internationala,
de mobilitate stiintifica si de o constantd implicare in viata juridica si
academici europeani. In paralel, doamna profesor a exercitat si profesia
de avocat. Aceastd dubld vocatie — de cercetator si de practician al dreptului
- i-a oferit doamnei profesor o intelegere nuantata a discrepantelor care
pot aparea intre norma scrisd si realitatea din salile de judecata, o temd de
cercetare ce revine in opera sa stiintificd post-doctorala.

Doamna profesor Beata Stepien-Zalucka a demonstrat, prin activitatea
stiintificd si didacticd desfasuratd in cele doua decenii, ca dreptul nu este
un sistem static de norme, ci un organism viu, capabil sa evolueze si sd
protejeze demnitatea umand chiar si in fata algoritmilor sau a crizelor
umanitare globale. In contextul actual, marcat de incertitudini geopolitice
si de o dimensiune ingrijordtoare a digitalizarii in toate domeniile vietii
noastre, opera domniei sale ofera repere fundamentale pentru intelegerea
independentei justitiei, a integritatii proceselor electorale, a limitelor etice
ale inteligentei artificiale in procesul de infaptuire a justitiei si, mai ales,
pentru valorizarea demnitdtii umane.

Opera stiintifica a doamnei profesor Beata Stepien-Zalucka impresioneaza
atat prin dimensiune, cat si prin coerentd. Documentele academice care ii
consemneaza activitatea aratd cd este autoare sau coautoare a peste 120 de
lucrari stiintifice: monografii, studii, articole, capitole in volume colective,
comentarii, recenzii si contributii editoriale. Aceste lucréri sunt expresia unei
gandiri juridice mature, construite interdisciplinar si orientate deopotriva
spre fundamentul constitutional, spre exigentele dreptului european si
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international si spre nevoia de modernizare a institutiilor juridice.
Domeniile sale principale de cercetare sunt dreptul constitutional, protectia
si promovarea drepturilor omului si LegalTech, la care se adauga preocupari
consistente privind puterea judecatoreascd, dreptul electoral, raporturile
dintre tehnologie si libertitile fundamentale, iar in perioada recenta si
cercetdri in materia dreptului mediului. Particularitatea operei sale consta
in faptul ca aceste directii nu apar ca domenii disparate, ci se unificd intr-o
conceptie stiintifica coerentd, in care dreptul este inteles ca instrument de
protectie a persoanei, de garantare a libertatii si de adaptare responsabila la
transformarile societétii contemporane.

Unul dintre cele mai importante capitole ale activitatii stiintifice a doamnei
profesor Beata Stepien-Zalucka este cel dedicat statutului judecétorului si
independentei puterii judecatoresti. Aceasta preocupare a culminat cu teza
de abilitare sustinuta in 2019, intitulatd ,,Pensionarea judecatorilor. Studiu
constitutional-juridic”. Lucrarea reprezinta prima cercetare exhaustiva din
Polonia pe tema institutiei pensionarii judiciare, o problema care, desi pare
de natura administrativa, are implicatii profunde asupra stabilitétii functiei
de judecator si a protectiei acestuia impotriva presiunilor politice.

Analiza realizata de doamna profesor a demonstrat cd pensionarea
nu este doar o incetare a activitdtii, ci un statut constitutional specific,
menit sd garanteze demnitatea magistratului si sa prevind orice forma de
vulnerabilitate financiard sau sociala care ar putea fi exploatatd pentru a
influenta actul de justitie.

In viziunea domniei sale, independenta justitiei este o valoare indivizibild.
Prin numeroase articole si studii, a explorat conceptul de ,,drept la o instanta”
nu doar ca un acces formal la justitie, ci ca un drept subiectiv public ce
implica obligatia statului de a asigura un proces echitabil, desfasurat in fata
unei instante independente si impartiale. Aceasta directie de cercetare a fost
extinsa si asupra Tribunalului Constitutional, unde a analizat mecanismele
plangerii constitutionale, considerdand-o un instrument vital pentru
controlul cetatenesc asupra calitatii actului legislativ.

Cercetdrile sale privind puterea judecatoreascd nu s-au limitat la contextul

polonez. Doamna profesor a desfasurat ample studii comparative, analizand,
de exemplu, legitimitatea sistemului judiciar in dreptul spaniol sau rolul
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Curtii Supreme a Statelor Unite. Aceastd deschidere citre alte sisteme
de drept i-a permis sd identifice tendinte globale si sa formuleze critici
constructive la adresa reformelor legislative care, in numele eficientei, risca
uneori sd sacrifice garantiile fundamentale ale independentei magistratilor.
Poate cea mai vizionard contributie a doamnei profesor Beata Stepien-
Zalucka la doctrina juridicd contemporand este reprezentata de cercetérile
sale in domeniul LegalTech si al aplicérii inteligentei artificiale in sistemul
judiciar. Intr-o perioada in care comunitatea juridicd mondiala abia incepea
sd dezbatd impactul digitalizarii, doamna profesor a publicat in Spania,
in anul 2025, monografia monumentald ,IA si exercitarea autoritatii
judiciare ex machina. Cétre un sistem judiciar artificial eficient intr-un stat
democratic”.

Aceasta lucrare exploreaza posibilitatea ca algoritmii sa preia sarcini
decizionale, abordand direct intrebari fundamentale: poate o masina sa fie
independenta? Poate un algoritm sa fie impartial? Domnia sa a afirmat ¢4, in
stadiul actual de dezvoltare, AI poate inlocui judecitorul uman in anumite
aspecte procedurale sau in cauze cu grad redus de complexitate factuala,
insd emiterea deciziilor ,,ex machina” trebuie si ramana sub un control
constitutional riguros pentru a nu incalca dreptul la un proces echitabil.

Analiza sa interdisciplinard a mers dincolo de teorie, investigand solutii
practice de LegalTech 3.0 si impactul informatizirii asupra eficientei
instantelor. Prin lucréri precum ,,Un robot judecdtor si un judecator robot
in procedurile civile din perspectivé constitutionala si procedurald” (2023),
doamna profesor a oferit un cadru normativ pentru integrarea responsabild
a tehnologiei, avertizand totodata asupra riscurilor de discriminare sau de
pierdere a autonomiei decizionale in fata ,black-box”-urilor algoritmice.
Aceastd expertiza a facut-o o prezenta extrem de solicitatd la universitati
de prestigiu din Statele Unite, precum Rutgers, Stetson si Northwestern,
unde a sustinut prelegeri despre modul in care masinile vor modela viitorul
profesiei de judecator.

In stransd legiturd cu preocupirile sale pentru noile tehnologii, doamna
profesor a dedicat o parte semnificativdi a cercetarilor sale dreptului
electoral. Rezultatele analizei privind votul electronic (e-voting) constituie o
contributie importanta la dezbaterea privind modernizarea democratiei in
Polonia. Domnia sa a argumentat cd introducerea votului prin internet nu
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este doar o optiune tehnicd, ci o necesitate, identificind riscurile legate de
profilarea alegatorilor si de utilizarea algoritmilor de manipulare electorala.
In lucrarea »Legea electorald polonezd cu teste online” (2025), doamna
profesor a reusit si imbine rigoarea academica cu metodele moderne
de predare, oferind un instrument esential pentru formarea viitorilor
specialisti. Cercetdrile sale asupra Registrului Central al Alegdtorilor si
asupra dezvoltarii principiilor electorale in contextul constitutional polonez
demonstreaza o preocupare constantd pentru stabilitatea si legitimitatea
proceselor democratice.

O dimensiune profund umanista a operei doamnei profesor Beata Stepien-
Zalucka a fost relevatd in perioada pandemiei de COVID-19 si a razboiul
din Ucraina. Domnia sa a evidentiat cd situatiile de crizd reprezintd cel
mai dificil test pentru statul de drept, deoarece restrangerea drepturilor
fundamentale ale omului este apreciata, in mod injust, ca fiind singura cale
de a proteja cetatenii.

In timpul pandemiei, cercetirile sale s-au concentrat pe constitutionalitatea
masurilor de urgentd si pe posibilitatea modificarii Constitutiei in perioade
de crizd. A analizat impactul solutiilor juridice adoptate asupra libertatii de
intrunire si asupra dreptului la viatd privata, subliniind ca nicio criza nu
poate justifica suspendarea valorilor democratice fundamentale.

Odata cu izbucnirea razboiului din Ucraina, doamna profesor si-a orientat
cercetarile citre dreptul refugiatilor, un domeniu in care Polonia a devenit
un laborator de solidaritate internationald. Lucririle sale, precum ,,Statutul
refugiatilor in Polonia si razboiul din Ucraina” (2023) sau ,Dreptul la
ajutor umanitar si demnitatea umand” (2023), au adus clarificiri esentiale
privind noul model de primire a refugiatilor adoptat in Polonia. Domnia sa
a sustinut ca dreptul la asistentd umanitard este o componenta indisolubild
a demnitatii umane, actionand ca o protectie complementara pentru toate

celelalte drepturi subiective.

Angajamentul sau fatd de aceasta cauzd a depasit sfera academicd. Doamna
profesor a organizat vizite la nivel inalt ale judecdtorilor americani in
Polonia pentru a le prezenta realitatile crizei refugiatilor si a promovat ideea
drepturilor refugiatilor in cadrul unor prelegeri la Chicago si Washington.
Pentru aceste eforturi, a fost onorati cu premiul anual al Asociatiei
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Judecatorilor Polono-Americani in 2025, o recunoastere a impactului sau
moral si profesional pe ambele maluri ale Atlanticului.

Activitatea doamnei profesor Beata Stepien-Zalucka este marcatd de un
cosmopolitism academic remarcabil. Domnia sa a inteles cd, in lumea
juridicd globalizata de astazi, izolarea nationald este sinonima cu stagnarea.
Stagii de cercetare in Spania (Gran Canaria, La Laguna), Italia (Reggio
Calabria), Georgia (Tbilisi) si Statele Unite (Rutgers, Stetson) i-au permis s
creeze o retea vastd de colaboratori si sa integreze perspective juridice diverse
in opera sa.

Este membru activ al unor organizatii internationale de prestigiu, precum
Instituto Iberoamericano de Estudios Juridicos (IBEROJUR) si Medditeranea
International Center for Human Rights Research. Calitatea sa de consultant
international pentru Comisia de Drept Constitutional a Baroului din
Brazilia subliniazd recunoasterea autorititii sale in modelarea reformelor
constitutionale contemporane.

Colaborarea cu judecatorii din Illinois a generat organizarea de evenimente
diplomatice si academice de amploare in Polonia, iar prelegerile sale de la
Chicago au influentat dialogul dintre comunitatea juridicd poloneza si cea
americana, pe teme de actualitate, precum cea a impactului inteligentei
artificiale asupra democratiei.

Succesul academic al doamnei profesor a fost dublat de o recunoastere
institutionald pe masura eforturilor depuse. Premiile primite in Polonia,
Portugalia, Mexic si Statele Unite atesta valoarea universala a cercetarilor sale.
Fiecare dintre aceste premii reprezinta o validare a perseverentei doamnei
profesor in a identifica si propune solutii de modernizare a sistemelor juridice
si in a apara valorile statului de drept in fata provocarilor secolului XXI.
Legatura domniei sale cu spatiul academic romanesc, in special cu Facultatea
de Stiinte Economice si Drept, este de o profunzime aparte, fiind construita
pe valori comune de rigoare stiintifici si comuniune normativa. Prin
participarea constanta la evenimentele organizate anual de catre Facultatea
de Stiinte Economice si Drept, doamna profesor Stepien-Zatucka a devenit
un factor de dezvoltare a dialogului academic dintre Polonia si Romania,
contribuind la cresterea prestigiului institutional al invatamantului juridic
din ambele tari.

10



Pentru comunitatea noastrd universitard, semnificatia acestui moment
este cu atdt mai profunda cu cat doamna profesor Beata Stepien-Zalucka
a sprijinit in mod real dezvoltarea si vizibilitatea internationald a mediului
academic roménesc si, in mod special, a Centrului Universitar Pitesti din
cadrul Universitatii Nationale de Stiinta si Tehnologie POLITEHNICA
Bucuresti. Aceasta legiturd, cladita pe parcursul a peste un deceniu, a
transformat-o pe doamna profesor Beata Stepien-Zatucka intr-un membru
de facto al comunitétii noastre academice.

In calitatea sa de membru in Comitetul Stiintific al Conferintei Internationale
»European Unions History, Culture and Citizenship”, organizata anual de
Facultatea de Stiinte Economice si Drept, domnia sa a sprijinit constant
internationalizarea cercetdrii romaénesti. Prin prezenta sa la Pitesti, a
facilitat schimbul de idei intre cercetatorii polonezi si romani, contribuind
la dezvoltarea substantiald a programelor de studii in domeniul Dreptului
si Administratiei Publice, a creat si dezvoltat relatii de cooperare intre
universitatea noastra si universitati din Argentina, SUA, Portugalia, Canada,
Brazilia, Australia etc. Prin aceastd implicare, domnia sa a contribuit decisiv
la promovarea la nivel european a prestigiului conferintei internationale
organizata anual de Facultatea de Stiinte Economice si Drept, precum si a
imaginii Universitatii Nationale de Stiintd si Tehnologie POLITEHNICA
Bucuresti.

Dincolo de impresionantele sale realizari academice, doamna profesor
Beata Stepien-Zaltucka reprezintd un model academic autentic: cercetator
riguros, dascal exigent si generos, intelectual deschis, jurist preocupat de
actualitatea dreptului si de apdrarea valorilor fundamentale. Domnia sa
apartine acelei categorii rare de profesori care nu doar produc cunoastere, ci
genereaza cultura juridicd, inspira colaborari, deschid orizonturi si fac din
universitate un spatiu viu al libertatii spiritului.

Personalitatea doamnei profesor universitar doctor habilitat Beata Stepien-
Zalucka se profileazi ca un reper de integritate, eruditie si curaj intelectual.
Domnia sa a demonstrat ca un jurist de elitd este un vizionar capabil sd
anticipeze modul in care tehnologia, crizele umanitare si schimbarile de
mediu vor redefini umanitatea si vor da noi valente si dimensiuni drepturilor
omului.

11



Opera sa este o pledoarie pentru o justitie sociald, profund ancorata in
respectarea demnitatii umane. Fie ca analizeaza algoritmii ,ex machina’,
drepturile refugiatilor din Ucraina sau integritatea votului electronic, doamna
profesor mentine o rigoare stiintifica neabatuta si o pasiune pentru dreptate si
progres, care onoreaza orice comunitate academica.

Prin acordarea titlului de Doctor Honoris Causa doamnei profesor,
Universitatea Nationala de Stiinta si Tehnologie POLITEHNICA Bucuresti
isi asuma rolul de a promova dreptul si isi imbogateste patrimoniul valoric cu
o personalitate stiintificd a carei prezenta va inspira, cu sigurantd, generatiile
viitoare de studenti si cercetatori romani. Doamna profesor Beata Stepien-
Zalucka este, prin excelentd, un constructor de punti - intre Polonia si
Romania, intre drept si tehnologie, intre prezentul si viitorul sistemului de
drept european.

In semn de finalti apreciere si recunostinti pentru contributiile sale
remarcabile la dezvoltarea educatiei si cercetarii, pentru rolul sau esential
in promovarea colaborarii academice internationale si pentru impactul sau
asupra modernizdrii sistemelor de drept din Europa, Senatul Universitatii
Nationale de Stiinté si Tehnologie POLITEHNICA Bucuresti confera domnei
profesor Beata Stepien-Zatucka titlul de Doctor Honoris Causa.

Felicitari, domna profesor Beata Stepien-Zalucka!
Va suntem recunoscdtori pentru viziunea si contributia dumneavoastra la
dezvoltarea unui spatiu academic european deschis si colaborativ, precum si

pentru efortul de a contura o noud dimensiune dreptului european, adaptata
secolului XXI.

12



Mrs. Professor Beata Stepien-Zalucka,

Mr. President of the Academic Senate Tudor Prisecaru,

Mr. Rector Mihnea Costoiu,

Distinguished guests and members of the Academic Senate,

Today, the academic community of the National University of Science
and Technology POLITEHNICA Bucharest has the honor of celebrating
one of the outstanding personalities of European higher legal education -
Professor Beata Stepien-Zalucka. Today’s ceremony is an event in which
solemnity meets the exigencies of scientific value, and institutional
recognition turns into an act of profound academic justice.

The title of Doctor Honoris Causa is not only a high symbolic distinction
but represents the supreme expression of academic recognition that a
university institution grants to those who, through their entire work,
through their scientific prestige and through the force of personal
example, have profoundly and positively marked the development of a
field of knowledge. In the case of Professor Beata Stepien-Zatucka, this
recognition is based on a solid body of work, an active presence in the
international scientific circuit, a rare capacity to articulate fundamental
research with the practical issues of law and an exemplary fidelity to the
values of the rule of law and profound respect for human rights.

Mrs. Professor has built her professional career with determination
and a desire for knowledge. She graduated from the Faculty of Law
and Administration of the University of Rzeszoéw in 2007, obtaining a
Master’s degree in Law. Her early interest in the great themes of law was
the driving force for building a remarkable scientific career, crowned,
in 2014, by obtaining the title of Doctor of Law, University of Wroclaw.
The consolidation of her status as an elite researcher was confirmed by
the undeniable value of her doctoral thesis “Administration of Justice by
the Supreme Court of Poland”, in which she analyzed the mechanisms of
functioning of the highest judicial body, highlighting its importance in
ensuring the uniformity of the interpretation of the law and the protection
of the right to a court.
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In 2019, the same university awarded her the post-Doctoral degree
(habilitation) of Law, based on her impressive scientific work and the
monograph dedicated to the retirement of judges, a work that would
become one of the important contributions of Polish legal doctrine in
the field of the organization of the judiciary. In the same year, she was
appointed professor at the University of Rzeszow.

Her academic career is essentially linked to the University of Rzeszow,
where she began her teaching career in 2007. Currently, the professor is
the head of the academic structure dedicated to human rights and the
authorities for their protection, within this university. This institutional
continuity is all the more valuable as it has been permanently doubled by
international openness, scientific mobility and constant involvement in
European legal and academic life. In parallel, the professor also practiced
the profession of lawyer.

This dual vocation - as a researcher and a legal practitioner — has given
the professor a nuanced understanding of the discrepancies that can
arise between the written norm and the reality in courtrooms, a research
theme that recurs in her post-doctoral scientific work.

Professor Beata Stepien-Zaltucka has demonstrated, through her scientific
and teaching work over the past two decades, that law is not a static system
of norms, but a living organism, capable of evolving and protecting
human dignity even in the face of algorithms or global humanitarian
crises. In the current context, marked by geopolitical uncertainties and
a worrying dimension of digitalization in all areas of our lives, her work
provides fundamental benchmarks for understanding the independence
of justice, the integrity of electoral processes, the ethical limits of artificial
intelligence in the process of administering justice and, above all, for
valuing human dignity.

The scientific work of Professor Beata Stepien-Zatucka impresses both

in its scope and coherence. The academic documents recording her
activity show that she is the author or co-author of over 120 scientific
works: monographs, studies, articles, chapters in collective volumes,
commentaries, reviews and editorial contributions.
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These works are the expression of a mature legal thought, built
interdisciplinary and oriented both towards the constitutional foundation,
towards the requirements of European and international law and towards
the need to modernize legal institutions.

His main research areas are constitutional law, the protection and
promotion of human rights and LegalTech, to which are added consistent
concerns regarding the judiciary, electoral law, the relationship between
technology and fundamental freedoms, and recently research in the field
of environmental law. The peculiarity of his work lies in the fact that these
directions do not appear as disparate fields, but are unified in a coherent
scientific conception, in which law is understood as an instrument for
protecting the person, guaranteeing freedom and responsible adaptation
to the transformations of contemporary society.

One of the most important chapters of the scientific activity of Professor
Beata Stepien-Zaltucka is the one dedicated to the status of the judge
and the independence of the judiciary. This concern culminated in the
habilitation thesis defended in 2019, entitled “Retirement of judges.
Constitutional-legal study”. The work represents the first exhaustive
research in Poland on the institution of judicial retirement, an issue
which, although it seems of an administrative nature, has profound
implications for the stability of the judge’s position and his protection
against political pressures.

The analysis carried out by the professor demonstrated that retirement
is not just a cessation of activity, but a specific constitutional status,
intended to guarantee the dignity of the magistrate and prevent any form
of financial or social vulnerability that could be exploited to influence the
act of justice.

In her view, the independence of the judiciary is an indivisible value.
Through numerous articles and studies, she has explored the concept
of the “right to a court” not only as a formal access to justice, but as a
subjective public right that implies the state’s obligation to ensure a fair
trial, conducted before an independent and impartial court.



This research direction was also extended to the Constitutional Tribunal,
where she analyzed the mechanisms of constitutional complaint,
considering it a vital instrument for citizen control over the quality of
the legislative act.

Her research on the judiciary was not limited to the Polish context.
The professor conducted extensive comparative studies, analyzing, for
example, the legitimacy of the judicial system in Spanish law or the role
of the United States Supreme Court. This openness to other legal systems
allowed her to identify global trends and formulate constructive criticism
of legislative reforms that, in the name of efficiency, sometimes risk
sacrificing fundamental guarantees of the independence of magistrates.

Perhaps the most visionary contribution of Professor Beata Stepien-
Zalucka to contemporary legal doctrine is represented by her research in
the field of LegalTech and the application of artificial intelligence in the
judiciary. At a time when the global legal community was just beginning
to debate the impact of digitalization, Professor Beata Stepien-Zatucka
published in Spain, in 2025, the monumental monograph “Al and the
Exercise of Judicial Authority ex machina. Towards Efficient Artificial
Judiciary in a Democratic State”

This paper explores the possibility of algorithms taking over decision-
making tasks, directly addressing fundamental questions: can a machine
be independent? Can an algorithm be impartial? She stated that, at the
current stage of development, Al can replace the human judge in certain
procedural aspects or in cases with a low degree of factual complexity, but
issuing decisions “ex machina” must remain under rigorous constitutional
control so as not to violate the right to a fair trial.

Her interdisciplinary analysis went beyond theory, investigating practical
solutions of LegalTech 3.0 and the impact of computerization on the
efficiency of the courts. Through works such as “A robot judge and a
judge robot in civil proceedings from a constitutional and procedural
perspective” (2023), the professor provided a normative framework for
the responsible integration of technology, while warning about the risks
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of discrimination or loss of decision-making autonomy in the face of
algorithmic “black-boxes”. This expertise has made her a highly sought-
after presence at prestigious universities in the United States, such as
Rutgers, Stetson and Northwestern, where she has lectured on how
machines will shape the future of the judicial profession.

Closely related to her concerns for new technologies, the professor has
devoted a significant part of her research to electoral law. The results
of the analysis of electronic voting (e-voting) constitute an important
contribution to the debate on the modernization of democracy in Poland.
She argued that the introduction of internet voting is not just a technical
option, but a necessity, identifying the risks related to voter profiling and
the use of electoral manipulation algorithms.

In her textbook “Polish electoral law with online tests” (2025), the
professor has managed to combine academic rigor with modern teaching
methods, providing an essential tool for the training of future specialists.
Her research on the Central Voter Register and on the development of
electoral principles in the Polish constitutional context demonstrates a
constant concern for the stability and legitimacy of democratic processes.

A deeply humanistic dimension of Professor Beata Stgpien-Zalucka’s
work was revealed during the COVID-19 pandemic and the war in
Ukraine. She highlighted that crisis situations represent the most difficult
test for the rule of law, as the restriction of fundamental human rights is
unfairly seen as the only way to protect citizens.

During the pandemic, her research focused on the constitutionality of
emergency measures and the possibility of amending the Constitution in
times of crisis. She analyzed the impact of the legal solutions adopted on
freedom of assembly and the right to privacy, emphasizing that no crisis
can justify the suspension of fundamental democratic values.

With the outbreak of the war in Ukraine, the professor turned her
research to refugee law, a field in which Poland became a laboratory of
international solidarity. Her works, such as “The Status of Refugees in
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Poland and the War in Ukraine” (2023) or “The Right to Humanitarian
Aid and Human Dignity” (2023), brought essential clarifications to the
new model of refugee reception adopted in Poland. She argued that the
right to humanitarian assistance is an indissoluble component of human
dignity, acting as a complementary protection for all other subjective
rights.

Her commitment to this cause went beyond academia. The professor
organized high-level visits of American judges to Poland to present the
realities of the refugee crisis and promoted the idea of refugee rights in
lectures in Chicago and Washington. For these efforts, she was honored
with the Polish-American Judges Association’s annual award in 2025, a
recognition of her moral and professional impact on both sides of the
Atlantic.

The work of Professor Beata Stepien-Zatucka is marked by a remarkable
academic cosmopolitanism. She understood that, in today’s globalized
legal world, national isolation is synonymous with stagnation. Research
internships in Spain (Gran Canaria, La Laguna), Italy (Reggio Calabria),
Georgia (Tbilisi) and the United States (Rutgers, Stetson) allowed her
to create a vast network of collaborators and integrate diverse legal
perspectives into her work.

She is an active member of prestigious international organizations, such
as the Instituto Iberoamericano de Estudios Juridicos (IBEROJUR) and
the Mediterranean International Center for Human Rights Research.
Her capacity as international consultant for the Constitutional Law
Commission of the Brazilian Bar underlines the recognition of her
authority in shaping contemporary constitutional reforms.

Collaboration with Illinois judges led to the organization of large-
scale diplomatic and academic events in Poland, and his lectures in
Chicago influenced the dialogue between the Polish and American legal
communities on current topics, such as the impact of artificial intelligence
on democracy.
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The professor’s academic success has been doubled by institutional
recognition commensurate with her efforts. The awards received in
Poland, Portugal, Mexico and the United States attest to the universal
value of her research. Each of these awards represents a validation of
the professor’s perseverance in identifying and proposing solutions to
modernize legal systems and in defending the values of the rule of law
in the face of the challenges of the 21st century.

Her connection with the Romanian academic space, especially with the
Faculty of Economics and Law, is of particular depth, being built on
common values of scientific rigor and normative communion. Through
constant participation in the events organized annually by the Faculty
of Economics and Law, Professor Stepien-Zalucka has become a factor
in the development of the academic dialogue between Poland and
Romania, contributing to the increase of the institutional prestige of
legal education in both countries.

For our university community, the significance of this moment is all the
more profound as Professor Beata Stepien-Zatucka has truly supported
the development and international visibility of the Romanian academic
environment and, in particular, of the Pitesti University Center within
the National University of Science and Technology POLITEHNICA
Bucharest. This connection, built over more than a decade, has
transformed Professor Beata Stepien-Zatucka into a de facto member of
our academic community.

As a member of the Scientific Committee of the International
Conference “European Unions History, Culture and Citizenship’,
organized annually by the Faculty of Economics and Law, she constantly
supported the internationalization of Romanian research. Through her
presence in Pitesti, she facilitated the exchange of ideas between Polish
and Romanian researchers, contributing to the substantial development
of study programs in the field of Law and Public Administration, she
created and developed cooperative relations between our university and
universities in Argentina, the USA, Portugal, Canada, Brazil, Australia,
etc.
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Through this involvement, she contributed decisively to the promotion at
European level of the prestige of the international conference organized
annually by the Faculty of Economics and Law, as well as of the image
of the National University of Science and Technology POLITEHNICA
Bucharest.

Beyond her impressive academic achievements, Professor Beata Stepien-
Zalucka represents an authentic academic model: a rigorous researcher, a
demanding and generous teacher, an open intellectual, a jurist concerned
with the current state of law and the defense of fundamental values.
She belongs to that rare category of professors who not only produce
knowledge, but also generate legal culture, inspire collaborations, open
horizons and make the university a living space of freedom of the spirit.

The personality of professor PhD, hab. Beata Stgpien-Zatucka stands out
as a benchmark of integrity, erudition and intellectual courage. She has
demonstrated that an elite jurist is a visionary capable of anticipating how
technology, humanitarian crises and environmental changes will redefine
humanity and give new valences and dimensions to human rights.

Her work is a plea for social justice, deeply rooted in respect for human
dignity. Whether analyzing “ex machina” algorithms, the rights of refugees
in Ukraine, or the integrity of electronic voting, the professor maintains
an unwavering scientific rigor and a passion for justice and progress that
honors any academic community.

By awarding the title of Doctor Honoris Causa to the professor, the
National University of Science and Technology POLITEHNICA
Bucharest assumes the role of promoting law and enriches its valuable
heritage with a scientific personality whose presence will certainly inspire
future generations of Romanian students and researchers. Professor Beata
Stepien-Zatucka is, par excellence, a bridge builder — between Poland
and Romania, between law and technology, between the present and the
future of the European legal system.
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As a sign of high appreciation and gratitude for her remarkable
contributions to the development of education and research, for her
essential role in promoting international academic collaboration and for
her impact on the modernization of legal systems in Europe, the Senate
of the National University of Science and Technology POLITEHNICA
Bucharest confers on Professor Beata Stepien-Zatucka the title of Doctor
Honoris Causa.

Congratulations, Professor Beata Stepien-Zalucka!
We are grateful for your vision and contribution to the development of
an open and collaborative European academic space, as well as for the

effort to shape a new dimension of European law, adapted to the 21st
century.
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