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Stimate Domnule
Profesor universitar emerit doctor
Alexandru ATHANASIU,

Stimate domnule
Presedinte al Senatului,

Stimate domnule Rector,

Stimati membri ai Senatului
Universitati,

Distinsi oaspeti,
Doamnelor si domnilor,

in cronica universitatilor exista zile
carora dorim sa le conferim o
semnificatie aparte, zile in care
celebram personalitati remarcabile
care isi onoreaza timpul si locul
existential.

O astfel de zi este astazi, cand
Universitatea Nationala de Stiinta
si Tehnologie POLITEHNICA
Bucuresti traieste un moment de
exceptie cu ocazia decernarii
inaltei distinctii de doctor honoris
causa domnului Prof.univ.dr.
Emerit ALEXANDRU
ATHANASIU.

Most esteemed Professor
Alexandru ATHANASIU,

Esteemed Mr. President
of the Senate,

Esteemed Mr. Rector,

Esteemed members of the
University Senate,

Highly distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

In the chronicles of academia,
there are days meant to bear a
deep significance, days in which
we revere remarkable
personalities that dignify their
existential time and place.

Today is such a day when the
National University of Science and
Technology POLITEHNICA
Bucuresti undergoes an
exceptional moment on the
occasion of bestowing the high
distinction of Doctor Honoris
Causa to Emeritus University
Professor Doctor ALEXANDRU
ATHANASIU.



Universitatea noastra isi exprima
astfel admiratia si prefuirea fata
de o personalitate recunoscuta pe
plan national i international, cu
aporturi stiintifice deosebite in
domeniul dreptului si al
invatamantului superior. Totodata,
valorizam recunostinta fata de un
prieten, pe care il dorim in
continuare prezent in viata
academica a universitatii noastre,
pentru ca, asa cum spunea
Aristotel ,Nimeni nu poate trai fara
prieteni, chiar dacé stapaneste
toate bunurile lumir”.

Domnul profesor Alexandru
Athanasiu a fost si este un
exemplu de performanta
academica si pedagogica, dand
valoare rolului dascalului in
construirea temeliei vietii
profesionale si a atitudii civice a
absolventilor invatamantului
superior: ,Scopul educatiei este
transferul de flacarad’, spunea
scriitorul Vasile Ghica. Intr-adevar,
domnul profesor Alexandru
Athanasiu se afla printre dascalii
remarcabili care reusesc sa atinga
acest nobil tel.

Our university professes thus, the
admiration and appreciation for a
nationally and internationally
recognized personality, with a
significant scientific contribution in
the fields of law and higher
education. At the same time, we
express our gratitude to a friend
whom we would like to have
further present in the our
academic environment, because,
as Aristotle said, “For without
friends no one would live, though
he had all other goods”.

Professor Athanasiu was and still
is an example of academic
performance and pedagogical
proficiency upgrading the role of
the teacher in building up the
foundation of higher education
graduates’ professional lives and
empowerful attitude. , The purpose
of education is the transfer of the
flame” Vasile Ghica, the writer
said. Indeed, Professor Athanasiu
is one of the outstanding
academics that succeed to
achieve this noble goal.



Crescut la scoala marilor maestri
ai Dreptului muncii, sub aripa
doamnei Prof.dr. Sanda Edmeea
Ghimpu, a debutat in cariera
universitara in anul 1980, la
Facultatea de Drept a Universitatii
Bucuresti. De-a lungul carierei
universitare de peste 40 de ani,
Domnia Sa a intors cu prisosinta
tot ceea ce a primit mostenire,
influenténd la randul sau destine
stralucite de cercetatori si
practicieni ai Dreptului.

De aceea, misiunea de a evoca
personalitatea Domniei Sale
constituie atat o responsabilitate
de onoare, cat si un moment cu
inalte valente academice.

Omul in serviciul comunitatii

Privind retrospectiv activitatea
desfasurata, descoperim un
parcurs profesional impresionant.
Domnul prof. univ. emerit dr.
Alexandru Athanasiu este un
reputat cercetator, specializat in
Dreptul muncii si Dreptul securitatii
sociale, dovedind calitati
remarcabile si in viata publica - a

Educated at the law school of the
great masters of the Labour Law
under the wing of Professor Sanda
Edmeea Ghimpu, he made his
entrance in the guild in the
academic year 1980-1981at the
Faculty of Law of the University of
Bucharest and gave back
thouroughly everything that he
enherited during a 40-year career
exerting influence, in his turn, on
the destinies of various
researchers and practitioners in
the field of law.

That is why the endeavour to
evoke his personality is both a
mission of honour and a moment
with high academic significance.

The Man Serving the Community

Looking back to the entire
professional activity, we can
discover an impressive
background. Emeritus University
Professor Doctor Alexandru
Athanasiu is a reputable
researcher, specialised in the
Labour Law and Social Security
Law, displaying noteworthy
qualities at the time he held



ocupat fotoliul de ministru a doua
importante ministere, in perioade
in care reformele in domeniu au
constituit optiuni strategice pentru
Romania.

Domnul profesor Alexandru
Athanasiu a ocupat, pe rand,
functiile de: deputat (1992-1996),
ministrul Muncii si Protectie
Sociale (1996-1999), prim-ministru
interimar al Romaniei (dec. 1999),
senator (2000-2008), ministrul
Educatiei si Cercetarii (2003-
2004), euro-obsevator i
parlamentar european (2005-
2007), membru in Comitetul
European de Drepturi Sociale,
Consiliul Europei (2009-2014).

La nivel national, prin functiile
publice asumate de-a lungul
timpului, domnul profesor
Alexandru Athanasiu a reusit sa
construiasca un fundament solid
pentru ramura Dreptului muncii pe
care a onorat-o prin intreaga sa
activitate.

Din pozitia de ministru al Muncii
si Protectiei Sociale a initiat si

important portfolios as minister in
two different periods when the
reforms in the respective fields
were strategic options for
Romania, indeed.

Professor Athanasiu held the
following public positions: deputy
(1992-1996), Minister of Labour
and Social Protection (1996-1999),
interim Prime-Minister (dec. 1999),
senator (2000-2008), the Minister
of Education and Research (2003-
2004), Euro-observer and member
of the European Parliament (2005-
2007), member of the European
Committee of Social Rights,
Council of Europe (2009-2014).

At the national level, Professor
Athanasiu held a series of public
offices that allowed him to succeed
in building up a solid basis for the
Labour Law branch he pursued
during his entire activity.

In the public office as Minister
of Labour and Social Protection
he initiated and undertook a series



si-a asumat numeroase acte
normative care au contribuit
semnificativ la evolutia legislatiei
muncii in tara noastra si au creat
premisele integrarii statului nostru
in Uniunea Europeana. Cu titlu de
exemplu, mentionam: Legea nr.
120/1997 privind concediul platit
pentru ingrijirea copiilor in varsta
de panala 2 ani, Legea nr.
19/2000 privind sistemul public de
pensii si alte drepturi de asigurari
sociale; Legea concediului
paternal nr. 210/1999; Legea

nr. 142/1998 privind acordarea
tichetelor de masa; Legea

nr. 168/1999 privind solutionarea
conflictelor de munca;
coordonarea lucrarilor de
elaborare a proiectului actualului
Cod al muncii; semnarea, in aprilie
1997 la Strasbourg, a Cartei
Sociale Europene (revizuita),
initiind si Proiectul de lege (devenit
Legea nr. 74/1999) de ratificare a
Cartei s.a.

in calitate de ministru al
Educatiei, Cercetarii si
Tineretului a initiat numeroase

of normative legal acts that
significantly contributed to the
development of the labour
legislation in our country and
created the premise for the
Romania’s integration in the
European Union. Just for the
record, we could mention: Law No.
120/1997 regarding the Paid
Leave to Care for Children Aged
Up to 2 Years, Law No. 19/2000
on The Public System of Pensions
and Other Social Insurance Rights,
Law No. 210/1999 on Paternal
Leave, Law No. 142/1998 on Meal
Tickets Granting, Law
N0.168/1999 on Conflict Solving,
along with supervising the project
elaboration of the current Labour
Code, signing the European Social
Charter (revised) in 1997 at
Strasbourg, initiating the Project of
Law (enforced as Law No. 74/1999
for ratification of the charter, etc.

In the public office as Minister
Of Education, Research and
Youth he initiated various projects



proiecte de lege, dintre care
evidentiem proiectul legii ciclurilor
universitare in sistem Bologna -
devenit ulterior Legea nr.
288/2004.

Contributiile sale in domeniul
Dreptului muncii si al Dreptului
securitatii sociale, doua ramuri ale
sistemului de drept fascinante si
provocatoare in acelasi timp, prin
importanta lor in construirea unei
societati bine randuite, i-au adus
domnului profesor Alexandru
Athanasiu si, implicit, cercetarii
stiintifice romanesti, o larga
recunoastere internationala.

Astfel, domnul profesor este
membru al Comitetului Executiv al
Societatii Internationale de Dreptul
Muncii si Securitatii Sociale (din
1990), membru in Comitetul de
conducere al retelei universitare al
Cartei sociale europene; membru
al Academiei de Stiinte Juridice
din Romania, presedinte de
onoare al Asociatiei ,Societatea de
Dreptul Muncii si Securitate
Sociala”.

of law among which we bring into
attention the project of law on
academic cycles in Bologna
system which turned into Law No.
288/2004.

Professor Athanasiu’s
contributions to the the field of
Labour Law and Social Security
Law, two fascinating and inciting
branches of Law on which any
solid society is grounded, brought
him, and subsequently to
Romanian scientific research, a
wide international recognition.

Thus, Professor Athanasiu is a
member of the
Committee of the International
Society for Labour Law and Social
Security Law (since 1990), member
in the executive Committee of the
university network of European
Social Charter; Member of the
Legal Research Institute of
Romanian Academy; Honorary
President of the Labour and Social
Security Law Society.

Executive



Pentru performantele obtinute in
cercetarea stiintifica, in activitatea
didactica si publica, a primit mai
multe distinctii si premii, dintre
care mentionam: Premiul ,,Simion
Barnutiu” acordat de Academia
Romana in anul 1997; Decoratia
Steaua Romaniei in rang de
Cavaler (2002); Ordinul de Merit in
grad de Cavaler, Republica
Franceza (1999); premiul de
excelenta pentru intrega activitate
oferit de ,,Uniunea Juristilor din
Romania” (2023) s.a.

Contributii stiintifice

Experienta dobandita prin
exercitarea profesiei de dascal
(din 1981si pana in prezent) si de
magistrat (1978-1982), apoi prin
activitatile specifice desfasurate in
functiile ocupate de-a lungul
timpului in cele mai inalte foruri
nationale si europene, se reflecta
in activitatea prodigioasa de
cercetare stiintifica.

Lucrarile Domniei Sale
simbolizeaza un efort constant de
intelegere, definire, dezvoltare i

In recognition of the results
achieved in scientific research, in
academic activity and public
offices, he received a number of
distinction and awards among
which the following are noteworthy:
,»oimion Barnutiu” Award bestowed
by the Romanian Academy in 1997;
Order Star of Romaniain in grade of
Knight (2002); Merit Order in grade
of Knight, French Republic (1999);
Excellency Award for the entire
activity bestowed by the Union of
Jurists of Romania (2023), etc.

Scientific Contributions

The experience acquired as a
professor (since 1981 to present)
and magistrate (1978-1982), and
further the experience enhanced
as public officer in various
positions in national and European
bodies mirror in the outstanding
scientific research that Professor
Athanasiu developed during time.

His works rely on a constant drill
for understanding, defining,
developing and deepening some



aprofundare a unor subiecte de
interes major atat in plan national,
dar si european si international.

in permanenta cautare de teme
fundamentale, care capteaza
atentia, domnul Profesor
Alexandru Athanasiu a reusit sa
puna intr-o lumina noua concepte
clasice ale Dreptului muncii,
domeniu care prezinta, insa,
suficiente incertitudini si
prejudecati pentru a mentine
spiritul sau vesnic iscoditor,
calauzit parca de spusele lui
Heidegger: ,in actul intrebdrii st
piosenia ganairir’.

Profund intr-ale cunoasterii, vesnic
aparator al Adevarului si al
Drepturilor omului, intelegator si
cald cu cei tineri, domnul Profesor
are intotdeauna, cum spune vorba
soresciana, ,o0 pereche de ochelari
la spate cu care vede cu mintea
cea de pe urma’.

Personalitatea sa complexa se
reflecta in fiecare dintre actele
normative importante pentru

ramura Dreptului muncii, de la
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topics of major interest on national,
european and international level,
as well.

Searching frenziedly for
fundamental topics in order to
preserve his spirit for ever
inquisitive in the footsteps of
Heidegger who said: ,/n the act of
questioning, the pious thinking
resides”, Professor Athanasiu
succeded to shed a new light over
classical concepts belonging to the
Labour Law, a field that has
numberless uncertainties and
biases.

Keen for knowledge, defender of
the Truth and Human Rights,
thoughtful and empathetic with the
youth, Professor Athanasiu has
always a pair of glasses at the
back in the benefit of hindsight, if |
may use Marin Sorescu’s
metaphor.

His complex personality exudes
in each and every of the legal
documents belonging to the
branch of the Labour Law, starting



Codul Muncii si pana la
modalitatea in care este stucturat
sistemul de pensii sau sistemul
asigurarilor sociale ori sunt
creionate temeiurile
reglementarilor raporturilor
colective de munca si ale
jurisdictiei muncii. In toate acestea
gasim o parte din efervescenta
intelectuala a Domniei Sale si
inclinatia spre a surprinde
esentele si a lupta pentru valori
fundamentale, precum demnitatea
umana, egalitatea in drepturi a
lucratorilor si libertatea.

Cele 21 de carti si peste 60 de
studii, articole, comentarii,
rapoarte si comunicari pe care le-a
elaborat si sustinut sunt un rod al
deplinei maturizari si al parcurgerii
unui vibrant itinerar intelectual.

Merita notat ca este autor al primei
monografii in domeniul Dreptului
securitatii sociale din tara noastra,
dar si al primului curs universitar
de Dreptul muncii, dupa intrarea in
vigoare a actualului Cod al muncii,
fiind deschizator de drumuri in
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with the Labour Code up to the
structure of retirement system,
social insurance system or the
framework of regulating the
collective labour relations and
labour jurisdiction. In all these one
can find some of Professor
Athanasiu’s intellectual sparkling,
his propensity for catching the
essence of things and for
advocating fundamental values
such as human dignity, labourers
equality in rights and freedom.

His 21 books and over 60
research papers, articles,
comments, reports and and
communications that he delivered
are the outcome of a deep maturity
while travelling through a vibrant
intellectual itinerary.

It is worth noting that he is the
author of the first monography in
the field of Social Security Law in
our country and of the first
academic course of Labour Law
the present Labour Code came
into force, being a forefront
interpreter of its dispositions. His



interpretarea si aplicarea
dispozitiilor acestuia. Modul sau
de abordare amintinteste de
Hegel, care atragea atentia ca
schimbarea in planul normelor si
al institutiilor este cu totul
insuficienta, ,abstracta si
superficiald”, daca nu este insotita
de o mutatie in planul constiintei.

Un alt dar oferit lumii juridice de
domnul Profesor Alexandru
Athanasiu este elaborarea
capitolului dedicat Securitatii
sociale in Romania, publicat in
cadrul Enciclopediei Internationale
de Securitate Sociala, studiu
coordonat de prof.dr. Roger
Blanpain (Editura Kluwer,
Amsterdam, 1997) prin care
realizeaza o profunda analiza, in
oglinda, a Dreptului muncii si
Dreptului securitatii sociale, ca
ramuri conexe, care se
completeaza reciproc.

Maestru al interpretarii notiunilor si
institutiilor fundamentale ale
Dreptului muncii, ii datoram
totodata domnului profesor
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approach reminds us of Hegel who
drew attention on the fact that
changing at the level of norms and
institutions is totally useless,
,abstract and superficial” if it is not
accompanied by a shift at the level
of consciousness.

Another contribution made to the
legal environment by Professor
Athanasiu is the delivery of the
chapter concerning the Social
Security in Romania within the
International Encyclopedia of
Social Security, a study supervised
by prof. dr. Roger Blanpain
(published Kluwer publishing
house, Amsterdam, 1997). The
research is a comparative study of
the Labour Law and Social
Security Law as imnterconnected
branches that complete one
another.

Master of interpreting fundamental
notions and institutions of the
Labour Law, Professor Athanasiu
is the author that reshaped this
branch of the law, from a modern
perspective, according to the



reconfigurarea acestei ramuri a
Dreptului, din perspectiva
moderna, in consens cu
exigentele europene si
internationale, adaptata in acelasi
timp evolutiei jurisprudentei.
Centrarea legislatiei muncii in jurul
notiunii juridice de lucrator a
reprezentat un obiectiv prioritar al
demersurilor stiintifice, dar si ale
actiunilor sale de politica publica.

in societatea actuala, marcata de
evolutia fara precedent a
Inteligentei Artificiale, Domnia Sa
pledeaza neobosit pentru a
convinge ca ,munca lucratorului,
independent de modificarile aduse
in desfasurarea ei ca urmare a
introducerii noilor tehnologii,
trebuie protejata in spiritul valorilor
pe care se intemeiaza drepturile
nenegociabile ale prestatorului ei’.

Distins, conciliant in discutii,
autentic om al dialogului, domnul
Profesor Alexandru Athanasiu este
tipul juristului innascut, care a
imbinat de-a lungul carierei in mod
stralucit preocuparea academica,
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European and international
requirements adjusted to the
evolution of the jurisprudence, at
the same time.

A priority of his scientific approach
and public policy actions was the
focus on the notion of labourer
from the labour legislation
perspective.

While the unprecedented evolution
of the Artificial Intelligence
becomes a hallmark of nowadays
society, Professor Athanasiu
pleads restlessly to convince that
“the labourer’s work, unrelated to
the alterations brought in its
development subsequent to the
introduction of the new technology,
must be protected in the spirit of
the values on which the non-
negotiable rights of its provider is
grounded.”

Distinguished, compliant in
discussions, a genuine dialogue
promoter, Professor Athanasiu is
the inborn lawman who
harmonised the academic, scholar
work with legal activity and



savanta, cu preocuparea juridica Si
implicarea in viata publica,
dovedind ca intre acestea exista
un raport de complementaritate
din care toate cele trei domenii pot
obtine benefici.

Iscusinta desavérsita in folosirea
verbului, logica discursului,
temeinicia argumentelor, iubirea
sa fata de arta si frumos il
consacra ca un autentic om de
cultura, ctitor de constiinte si fin
obervator al relatiilor interumane,
fapt dovedit si de intregirea operei
sale stiintifice prin publicarea, in
anul 2021, a lucrarii ,,40 de elegii".

Contributia domnului
Prof.univ.emerit dr. Alexandru
Athanasiu la dezvoltarea
Centrului universitar Pitesti din
cadrul Universitatii Nationale de
Stiinta si Tehnologie
POLITEHNICA Bucuresti

Din diferitele pozitii inalte pe care
le-a ocupat in cadrul sistemului
executiv si legislativ al tarii,
domnul Profesor a sprijinit
permanent dezvoltarea
Universitatii din Pitesti, astazi
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involvement in public life in a
brilliant manner throughout his
career, arguing that between all
these aspects there is a
complementarity that brings
benefits to all of them.

The mastery of verb usage, the
discourse logics, the steadiness of
the arguments, his love for art and
beauty recommends him for the
title of an authentic man of culture,
builder of knowledge and fine
observer of interhuman
relationships which is proved by
the printing of his work ,40
Elegies” in 2021.

The Contribution of Emeritus
University Professor Doctor
Alexandru Athanasiu to the
development of the Pitesti
University Branch of the
National University of Science
and Technology POLITEHNICA
Bucuresti

Professor Athanasiu’s high
positions in the executive and
legislative system of our country
enabled him support permanently



Centrul Universitar Pitesti din
cadrul Universitatii Nationale de
Stiinta si Tehnologie
POLITEHNICA Bucuresti.

Dezvoltarea institutionala a
Universitatii din Pitesti a cunoscut
0 ascensiune notabila in timpul cat
Ministerul Educatiei a fost condus
de domnul Profesor Alexandru
Athanasiu care, in calitate de
ministru, a implementat principii
valoroase pentru invatamantul din
Romania.

Domnul Profesor univ. dr.
Alexandru Athanasiu este un
promotor al excelentei academice
in universitatea noastra, prin
implicarea sa, in calitate de
membru, in comitetul stiintific al
Conferintei Internationale
,european Union’s History, Culture
and Citizenship”®, organizata anual
de Facultatea de Stiinte
Economice si Drept, in colaborare
cu parteneri din strainatate si
importante centre de cercetare
nationale, precum si prin valoarea
comunicarilor sustinute in cadrul
acestei manifestari stiintifice.

De asemenea, Domnia Sa a
contribuit constant la promovarea
imaginii universitatii noastre in
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the development of the University
of Pitesti, now, Pitesti University
Branch of the National University
of Science and Technology
POLITEHNICA Bucuresti.

The Institutional development of
the University of Pitesti was
noticeable mainly during the time
when the Ministry of Education
was run by Professor Athanasiu
who implemented valuable
principles for Romanian education.

Professor Athanasiu has always
been a supporter of academic
excellency in our university mainly
by his involvement as member in
the scientific committee of the
International Conference
,european Union’s History, Culture
and Citizenship” organized by the
Faculty of Economic Sciences and
Law every year, in collaboration
with partners from abroad and
outstanding national research
centers, as well as by the level of
the academic papers presented
within the framework of the
conference.

At the same time,Professor
Athanasiu constantly contributed
to the promotion of the image of
our university at the national,



plan national, european i
international, dar si la mentinerea
si consolidarea relatiilor de
colaborare cu Universitatea din
Bucuresti si Academia de Stiinte
Juridice din Romania.

Aportul semnificativ la dezvoltarea
cercetarii stiintifice, a
fnvatamantului superior in
domeniul Dreptului, in cadrul
universitatii noastre, precum si
implicarea directa a Domnului
Profesor in sustinerea
performantei in cadrul Facultatii de
Stiinte Economice si Drept, a
consolidat aprecierea de care se
bucura in cadrul comunitatii
noastre academice.

in considerarea acestor contributi
exceptionale la dezvoltarea
educatiei academice si a institutiei
noastre, Senatul universitar este
deosebit de onorat sa acorde
domnului profesor Alexandru
Athanasiu titlul academic de
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA al
Universitatii Nationale de Stiinta si
Tehnologie POLITEHNICA
Bucuresti.

Felicitari, Domnule Profesor!
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European and international levels,
as well as to preservation and
consolidation of collaboration
relationships with the University of
Bucharest and the Academy of
Legal Research Sciences.

The significant contribution to the
augmentation of scientific
research, of the higher education
in the field of law within our
university, as well as his direct
participation in the support of
performance in the Faculty of
Economic Sciences and Law
consolidated the appreciation that
Professor Athanasiu acquired in
our academic community.

Considering the aforementioned
exceptional contributions to the
progress of the academic
education and of our institution,
the academic Senate is extremely
honoured to bestow professor
Alexandru Athanasiu the academic
title of the DOCTOR HONORIS
CAUSA of the National University
of Science and Technology
POLITEHNICA Bucharest.

Congratulation, Professor!



	1-laudatio athanasiu pag. 1
	Page 1
	Page 2

	2-pagina alba
	3-Laudatio_Prof. AA



